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Let me describe some of these noto-
rious violators our government has
tracked down and tried to levy a $10,000
fine against. This is Joni Scott. I have
met Joni Scott. She is holding a Bible
in this picture. The reason Joni Scott
is holding a Bible is this young woman
went to Havana to pass out free Bibles.
An American woman went to Havana
to pass out free Bibles. What happened
to her? Did the Cuban Government get
ahold of her somehow and give her a
bad time? No, no. The American Gov-
ernment did. The American Govern-
ment tracked her down and tried to
levy a fine because she was suspected
of traveling to Cuba. Isn’t that some-
thing? It is unbelievable.

Here is another woman I have met.
This is Joan Slote. She is a bicyclist.
She is a grandma in her midseventies.
She joined a Canadian group to bicycle
in Cuba. Her government then tracked
her down and not only tried to fine her
$10,000 but tried to attach her Social
Security payments and take them
away—this from her government. It is
unbelievable.

Then, finally, SGT Carlos Lazo,
whom I have described before. He fled
Cuba and then went to Iraq and fought
for America and was awarded a Bronze
Star. He then came back to America
after having fought for his country. He
had two sons in Cuba, one of whom was
sick, and his government—the Amer-
ican Government—told this Bronze
Star medal winner, a very courageous
soldier coming back from the war, that
he was not able to visit his sons. They
restricted his right to travel.

Here is the point. The point is, the
U.S. House of Representatives, through
the Agriculture Committee, has now
passed legislation that eliminates the
restrictions, eliminates the things done
by the previous administration to try
to stop shipment of food to Cuba. I be-
lieve we have the votes in the Senate
to move that position as well.

I actually offered the amendment
about 10 years ago in the Senate that is
now law that opened for the first time
the ability to ship food and medicine
for cash to Cuba. I just felt it was im-
moral. I think it is immoral to use food
and medicine as a weapon, and that is
what we are doing, including food and
medicine as part of the embargo. I of-
fered the amendment. It is now law. We
shipped a couple billion dollars’ worth
of food to Cuba, all paid for in cash.
But the previous administration de-
cided to change the rules and required
payment before shipment as opposed to
payment when the goods transferred.
That was an effort to try to shut down
agricultural sales to Cuba. The House
has changed that. We would do that as
well. It is important to take this ac-
tion. I was pleased last week when I
read what the House of Representatives
did. I think it is the right thing to do.

Here are pictures of who else believes
we ought to lift the travel ban. Marcelo
Rodriquez does. He is a political pris-
oner in Cuba. Yoani Sanchez does. She
is one of the leading political bloggers
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in Cuba. Guillermo Farinas, who has
staged several hunger strikes in Cuba,
believes we should lift the travel ban.
Oscar Chepe, a former political pris-
oner, and his wife Miriam Leiva, the
founder of Ladies in White, believe we
should 1lift the travel ban.

They are among 74 Cuban human
rights activists who sent a letter to the
House of Representatives saying they
believe we ought to lift the travel ban.

I have visited with the folks in Cuba
who are political dissents. They do not
like their government. They are doing
everything they can to get a new gov-
ernment, a better government. But
they also believe this embargo and the
travel ban does not serve their inter-
est.

I believe that at some point, when it
is appropriate, we will be able to do in
the Senate what the House Agriculture
Committee has done; that is, lift the
travel ban and undo some of the detri-
mental things that were done as well in
the tightening in 2003.

I and Senator ENZI, along with 38
other cosponsors—that is 40 Senators—
have cosponsored legislation that
would lift the travel ban to Cuba. I be-
lieve when we have the opportunity,
Senator ENZI and I will offer that bill
here on the floor, and I believe we will
have the votes to pass it in the Senate.

Once again, it is unthinkable to me
that we have decided we are going to
try to punish the Cuban Government
by restricting the rights of the Amer-
ican people. And we have done it for al-
most 50 years. By what authority, by
what justification do we believe the
Federal Government ought to tell the
American people: You can travel wher-
ever you want in this world. Go to Iran,
go to North Korea, China, Vietnam.
But you cannot go to Cuba. By what
justification does the government have
the right to restrict that right of the
American people? The answer is, none,
and it is long past the time we fix it.
That is what I believe we will do in the
Senate in the weeks ahead.

Madam President, I yield the floor
and suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DORGAN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

FAA REAUTHORIZATION

Mr. DORGAN. Madam President, in 2
minutes or so, let me talk briefly about
the FAA reauthorization bill, which we
have passed out of the Commerce Com-
mittee and out of the full Senate—it
passed 93 to 0 here in the Senate. Sen-
ator ROCKEFELLER and I, Senator KAY
BAILEY HUTCHISON and others, are
working very hard to try to negotiate
an opportunity to get a report that we
can bring back to both the House and
the Senate to get this done.
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The reason this is urgent and so im-
portant is the modernization of our air
traffic control system is long overdue
and there is so much that is needed in
this FAA reauthorization bill. It deals
with safety issues. As chairman of the
Aviation Subcommittee, I held a num-
ber of hearings on the Colgan crash in
New York—the tragic crash that took
the life of so many. So I wanted to
make a point, because I know people
are wondering what is happening on
that legislation.

We had a meeting yesterday for over
an hour. We are going to have another
meeting this week. We had a meeting
the week prior to the break last week.
We are working very hard to try to find
a way to bridge the gap. I think we are
very close to being able to get some-
thing we can bring back to both the
House and Senate. My hope is that
early in this work period we can get
this done. I talked to Senator ROCKE-
FELLER late last night by phone after
our meeting in the afternoon. So Sen-
ator KYL and many others have been
involved—Senator WARNER.

This is a very big piece of legislation.
Changing our air traffic control sys-
tem, modernizing our system from a
ground-based radar system to a GPS
system is a big, challenging project,
but we have to get at it. This bill has
languished way too long. We have reau-
thorized it many, many, many times.
Now it is time to get the legislation
done and get it signed by the Presi-
dent.

We are working very hard, and I hope
in the next week or two Senator
ROCKEFELLER and I and Senator
HUTCHISON and others can come to the
floor and report success and bring a bill
to the Senate to vote on.

KAGAN NOMINATION

Madam President, let me also finally
say—I didn’t mention it earlier—that
the Kagan nomination is going to come
to the floor during this work period, I
am sure. I strongly support the Kagan
nomination and intend to vote for her
nomination. I think she is an awfully
good nominee. I know many of my col-
leagues will be doing so as well. I fully
expect her to pass the Senate quite eas-
ily. I would expect the nomination to
be approved quite easily.

Madam President, I yield the floor,
and I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CARPER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call
be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

IMPROPER PAYMENTS

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, only
this morning I was standing here and
the Senator from New Mexico was pre-
siding over the Senate. I got through
half of my remarks and had to yield to
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